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The Trent Severn Waterway is a unique selling point for municipalities in its
environs. The waterway provides direct and indirect employment as well as other
economic generators in the area. It is an integral component of the marine industry
in the Province of Ontario. The waterway has tremendous historical value and is
quite a feat of engineering which should be celebrated and continue to be
acknowledged.

The review of water management decision - making that is presently being
undertaken is a welcome process. There may well be opportunities to make
adjustments to the existing methods with technology that is available today.

As recognized by The Panel, it is imperative to address the aging infrastructure.
The system must operate in a safe and reasonable marurer in order for all of the other
elements of economy, natural environment, culfure and heritage to work toward
building a more financially sustainable network-

An examination of other waterway/canal management models in Canada and the
United States may provide some valuable program information that could be utilized
or modified in various areas of the Trent Severn Waterway- This could lead to
program development that would enhance land and water visitor experiences and
address, to some degree, funding and management challenges.

The data collected through the Supporting Studies will provide valuable information
on various assessments and development options throughout the system- This
information, in concert with opinions shared in the consultation process, could be
used as a tool to develop recommendations for a Management Plan.

The Orillia District Chamber of Commerce would be pleased to communicate
relevant information regarding the study to our over six hundred forty members
through our bi-monthly newsleffer. We have also added your link to our website- If
we can be of assistance to the members of the panel through discussions on this very
important issue we would endeavour to accommodate your schedule.




