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WHO WE REPRESENT:WHO WE REPRESENT:

•• Over 80% of approximately 200 property ownersOver 80% of approximately 200 property owners
•• Soyers Lake:  Area 3.3 kmSoyers Lake:  Area 3.3 km22, perimeter 17.4km, , perimeter 17.4km, 

maximum depth 51 m, sill depth 1.5 m; fluctuation     maximum depth 51 m, sill depth 1.5 m; fluctuation     
1.1 m below high water mark to 0.32 m above.1.1 m below high water mark to 0.32 m above.

•• Part of 5Part of 5--lake chain: Head, Grass, Kashagawigamog, lake chain: Head, Grass, Kashagawigamog, 
Soyers, Canning.  Level controlled at ScottSoyers, Canning.  Level controlled at Scott’’s Dam, s Dam, 
Canning Lake.Canning Lake.

•• Properties assessed from $100k to $1500k, average Properties assessed from $100k to $1500k, average 
$200$200--400k.400k.
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COMMENTARY :COMMENTARY :

•• The water Level in 5The water Level in 5--lake chain (Headlake chain (Head--Canning)  was Canning)  was 
raised by Scottraised by Scott’’s Dam in 1866 for the steamer Haliburton s Dam in 1866 for the steamer Haliburton 
to run between to run between ““the foot of the lakethe foot of the lake”” and Haliburton in and Haliburton in 
1867.  Thus these lake levels were raised well before the 1867.  Thus these lake levels were raised well before the 
TrentTrent--Severn OrderSevern Order--in Council of July, 1905.   (L.L. in Council of July, 1905.   (L.L. 
Dobrzensky, 1985)Dobrzensky, 1985)
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OUR INTERESTS:OUR INTERESTS:

•• Maintenance of Acceptable Lake Levels and Water Maintenance of Acceptable Lake Levels and Water 
Quality; reduction of Water Level Fluctuation (WLF)Quality; reduction of Water Level Fluctuation (WLF)

•• Reasonable Water AccessReasonable Water Access
•• Limitation of Ecosystem Damage: wetlands, fish and Limitation of Ecosystem Damage: wetlands, fish and 

waterfowl habitat, shoreline degradation and erosionwaterfowl habitat, shoreline degradation and erosion
•• Minimization of navigation hazards due to WLF. Minimization of navigation hazards due to WLF. 
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OUR CONCERNS (1):OUR CONCERNS (1):

•• Level drawdowns in excess of 0.5 mLevel drawdowns in excess of 0.5 m
•• Lack of information about timing and extent of Lack of information about timing and extent of 

drawdownsdrawdowns
•• Lack of access to hydrological and geographic data and Lack of access to hydrological and geographic data and 

modelsmodels
•• Rapid rate of drawdowns and floodingRapid rate of drawdowns and flooding
•• Ice damage to shoreline structuresIce damage to shoreline structures
•• Increasing vegetative growth in certain areas Increasing vegetative growth in certain areas 

consequent to persistent drawdownsconsequent to persistent drawdowns
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OUR CONCERNS (2):OUR CONCERNS (2):

•• Property value loss from reduced water accessProperty value loss from reduced water access
•• Limitation of Soyers Lake boating activityLimitation of Soyers Lake boating activity
•• Soyers Lake becomes Soyers Lake becomes ““landlockedlandlocked”” at low water levelsat low water levels
•• Lack of any assistance from TSW when we opposed an Lack of any assistance from TSW when we opposed an 

Ontario PTTW for 4.7 Ml/d by a developer on Little Ontario PTTW for 4.7 Ml/d by a developer on Little 
Soyers LakeSoyers Lake

•• Jurisdictional confusionJurisdictional confusion…… ““WhoWho’’s in Charge?s in Charge?””
•• Impact of climate change on WLFImpact of climate change on WLF
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RESPONSE TO ECOPLANS REPORT:RESPONSE TO ECOPLANS REPORT:

•• Report has identified and clarified many key issuesReport has identified and clarified many key issues
•• Issues of the Reservoir Lakes are recognized, and the Issues of the Reservoir Lakes are recognized, and the 

importance of their partnership in the TSW is made clearimportance of their partnership in the TSW is made clear
•• Continuing jurisdictional chaos and inertia, with its Continuing jurisdictional chaos and inertia, with its 

concomitant underconcomitant under--resourcingresourcing of the TSW has finally of the TSW has finally 
been documented.been documented.

•• Need for automated data management and dam controlNeed for automated data management and dam control
•• Examination of similar agencies in Canada and USA show Examination of similar agencies in Canada and USA show 

similar issues, but much more successful response to similar issues, but much more successful response to 
them.them.

•• Excellent suggested governance for TSW   Excellent suggested governance for TSW   
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RECOMMENDATIONS:RECOMMENDATIONS:

•• Implementation of a governance model as proposed in Implementation of a governance model as proposed in 
the Ecoplans Reportthe Ecoplans Report

•• Clarify the goals and objectives of the Clarify the goals and objectives of the ““TSW  AgencyTSW  Agency””
•• Synthesize a Partnership to provide both advice and Synthesize a Partnership to provide both advice and 

resources: Federal, Provincial, Municipal, ENGO, Lake resources: Federal, Provincial, Municipal, ENGO, Lake 
Associations, HydroAssociations, Hydro--Electric Power generators and Electric Power generators and 
others.others.

•• Identify a clear communications mandate that functions Identify a clear communications mandate that functions 
in both directions, and in a timely manner.in both directions, and in a timely manner.

•• Develop a clear set of indicators that can be used to Develop a clear set of indicators that can be used to 
assess the achievement of goals and objectives.assess the achievement of goals and objectives.
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THANKS TO THE PANELTHANKS TO THE PANEL

SLRA is grateful for the opportunity to provide input to the SLRA is grateful for the opportunity to provide input to the 
Panel.  We hope that our comments are taken as Panel.  We hope that our comments are taken as 
constructive suggestions and observations.constructive suggestions and observations.

We also hope that this effort on behalf of the TSW and its We also hope that this effort on behalf of the TSW and its 
present and future partners will not suffer the fate of present and future partners will not suffer the fate of 
many of its predecessors.  It was critical to have many of its predecessors.  It was critical to have 
provided the public access to the process, and we provided the public access to the process, and we 
believe that this decision may have been the key to believe that this decision may have been the key to 
meaningful progress for us all.meaningful progress for us all.
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